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Summary:
In this course we will examine the relationship between some prominent debates in moral philosophy 
and some findings in contemporary psychology. We will focus, in particular, upon the following 
questions: Are we ever morally responsible for our behavior? Is it possible to be a virtuous agent? Are 
our lives worth living? Are our moral judgments reliable? To answer the first of these questions, we 
will consider what philosophers and psychologists have had to say about free will, addictions, and 
compulsions. To answer the second question, we will examine the literature on situationism, which 
holds that the features of an individual's environment better predict her behavior than any virtues or 
vices she is purported to have. To answer the third question, we will consider whether recent work in 
positive psychology can help answer questions about whether our lives are worth living. Finally, to 
answer the fourth question, we will critically evaluate the research on how we make moral judgments 
and the extent to which those judgments are influenced by culture, socioeconomic status, and cognitive
biases. 

How to Register:
Send an email to me at megardne@email.unc.edu.

Goals:
• Improve your ability to read and think critically.
• Improve your ability to communicate your ideas though speech and writing with originality, 

clarity, and precision. 
• Deepen your understanding of the relationship between psychology and philosophy.
• Improve your ability to draw upon insights from one field to solve problems in another.

Structure:
Our class meetings will contain a mix of lecture, discussions, and presentations. The aim of the lectures
is to provide you with an overview of the material and to focus and organize our discussions. The 
discussions and presentations are intended to give you practice articulating your ideas, thinking 
critically, and engaging with other views. Everyone in the class will be expected to give a presentation 
on one of the assigned readings.

Course Materials:
We will be using the following textbook:  Thomas Nadelhoffer, Eddy Nahmias, and Shaun Nichols, 
editors, 2010. Moral Psychology: Historical and Contemporary Readings. Malden, MA (Blackwell 
Publishing), ISBN 978-1-4051-9020-6.  I will abbreviate this book as “MP” on the readings list. There 
will also be a few other readings that are not in the textbook.

Requirements:
2 CP:  presentation on one of the assigned readings and presentation summary
6 CP:  presentation on one of the assigned readings, presentation summary, and seminar paper (5000 

to 6000 words) 

http://mollyegardner.wordpress.com/
mailto:megardne@email.unc.edu


Presentation Summary: 
You will have to provide a 2-page presentation summary as a handout for seminar participants. This 
should contain an overview of the structure of your presentation, a statement of the main thesis, an 
outline of the main argument or a summary of the main results, and a concluding remark. A format for 
this handout will distributed to participants on acceptance into the seminar.

Seminar Paper:  
Your seminar paper should be on a well-defined question within your topic and have my approval. 
Please bear in mind when writing your paper that you should maintain scholarly standards of 
presentation and citation, and you should some outside research:  that is, you must cite at least three 
articles that are not included in our list of required readings. 

TENTATIVE READING LIST  

Note:  You should do all of these readings and prepare your presentation before our class meets.

Topic Readings

Moral 
Responsibility

B. F. Skinner (1989). Selections from Beyond Freedom and Dignity. MP, pp. 256 – 263.

Daniel M. Wegner & Thalia Wheatley (1999). Apparent Mental Causation. MP, pp. 
264 – 275.

Eddy Nahmias (2005). Agency, Authorship, and Illusion. MP, pp. 276 – 287.

Roy F. Baumeister (2008). Free Will in Scientific Psychology. MP, pp. 288 – 294. 

Alfred R. Mele (2010). Scientific Skepticism About Free Will. MP, pp. 295 – 305.

Jesse Summers and Walter Sinnott-Armstrong. (forthcoming). Scrupulous Characters
and Mental Illness. In Character: Perspectives from Philosophy and Psychology. New 
York: Oxford University Press.

Steven Hyman. (2007). The Neurobiology of Addiction: Implications for Voluntary 
Control of Behavior. American Journal of Bioethics 7(1): 8 – 11. 

Tia Powell. (2007). Wrestling Satan and Conquering Dopamine: Addiction and Free 
Will. American Journal of Bioethics 7(1): 14 – 15. 

Moral 
Character

Eddy Nahmias (2010). Introduction. MP, pp. 163 – 166.

Aristotle. Selections from Nicomachean Ethics. MP, pp. 172 – 178.

Stanley Milgram (1961). Behavioral Study of Obedience. MP, pp. 179 – 186.



Moral 
Character 
(continued)

Lee Ross & Richard E. Nisbett (1991). Selections from The Person and the Situation. 
MP, pp. 187 – 196.

John M. Doris (1998). Persons, Situations, and Virtue Ethics. MP, pp. 197 – 209.

Rachana Kamtekar (2004). Situationism and Virtue Ethics on the Content of Our 
Character. MP, pp. 210 – 223.

Well-Being 
and 
Happiness

Valerie Tiberius (2006). Well-Being: Psychological Research for Philosophers. 
Philosophy Compass 1(5): 493 – 505.

Daniel M. Haybron (2007). Do We Know How Happy We Are? On Some Limits of 
Affective Introspection and Recall. Nous 41(3): 394 – 428.

Elizabeth Harman (2009). David Benatar. Better Never to Have Been: The Harm of 
Coming Into Existence. Nous 43(4): 776 – 785.

David Benatar (2013). Still Better Never to Have Been: A Reply to (More of) My 
Critics. Journal of Ethics 17(1 – 2): 121 – 151.

David Wasserman & S. Matthew Liao (2008). Issues in the Pharmacological Induction
of Emotions. Journal of Applied Philosophy 25(3): 178 – 192. 

Moral 
Judgments

Jonathan Haidt. (2001). The Emotional Dog and Its Rational Tail: A Social Intuitionist 
Approach to Moral Judgment. MP, pp. 343 – 359.

S. Matthew Liao. (2011). Bias and Reasoning: Haidt's Theory of Moral Judgment. New
Waves in Ethics, ed. Thom Brooks, pp. 108 – 127. 

Joshua Greene. (2007). The Secret Joke of Kant's Soul. MP, pp. 359 – 372. 

Walter Sinnott-Armstrong. (2006). Moral Intuitionism Meets Empirical Psychology. 
MP, pp. 373 – 388. 


